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Youth, Gov’t Sectors unite vs. Youth, Gov’t Sectors unite vs. 

corruption in La Trinidadcorruption in La Trinidad

For the first time in near-
ly a century, the streets of La 
Trinidad once again echoed 
with the chants of protest. 
Over 150 participants—com-
posed of students, youth 
leaders, and representatives 
from various sectors—gath-

ered at the Km. 5 Parking Lot on 
October 18 for the “Mass Action 
Against Corruption,” a collec-
tive call to end corruption in the 
province and across the country.

The Baguio-Benguet Laban sa 
Korapsyon Network, a coalition of 
youth and sectoral groups that also 
led the Baguio-Benguet Laban sa 

Korapsyon March last Septem-
ber 21 in Baguio City, which 

highlighted concerns over 
controversial and allegedly 

anomalous infrastructure 
projects in the Cordil-

lera region, organized the protest. 

From Dormancy to Ac-
tion

According to Kenneth Aroco 
of Kabataan Partylist–La Trinidad, 
the demonstration marks a historic mo-
ment for the town, as it is the first re-
corded public protest in 98 years. The 
last known protest in La Trinidad took 
place in 1927, when students of the 
then Trinidad Agricultural School (now 
Benguet State University) marched 
against their American principal, James 
A. Wright, during the colonial era.

“This is a powerful reminder that 
the people of La Trinidad have long 
carried the spirit of resistance,” Aro-
co said. “Today, we continue that 
tradition by standing up against cor-
ruption that affects every Filipino.”
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DepEd Ends Mandatory 
Mother Tongue Instruction 
in Early Grades, Shifts to 
Filipino and English

Kung hindi tayo 
kikilos ngayon, 
kailan pa?

Tristan Yang-yang
BSU student protestor
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BSU-SLS cultural exchange underscores power 

of information in historical 

perspective

As part of the United Nations 
(UN) Celebration, Benguet State 
University–Secondary Labora-

tory School (BSU-SLS) hosted 
a cultural exchange event featur-
ing Dr. Laura Díaz Esteve, a Ma-
rie Skłodowska-Curie Postdoctor-
al Fellow at the Spanish National 
Research Council on October 24.

Dr. Esteve delivered a lecture titled 
“The Power of Information in Historical 
Perspective,” emphasizing the crucial 
role of information in shaping societ-
ies and advancing sustainable devel-
opment. She discussed public access 
to information as one of the 17 United 
Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), stressing that empow-
ering communities through information 
fosters transparency and progress.

Addressing the question, “Why is 

information so important?” Dr. Esteve 
illustrated her point with historical ex-
amples, underscoring how access to 
accurate knowledge can transform 
societies. “Information modifies our 
conception of reality and, therefore, 
our behavior towards it,” she noted.

In her discussion on today’s “infor-
mation ecosystem,” Dr. Esteve urged 
participants to critically engage with 
digital content and to recognize the in-
fluence of media on public perception.

She concluded her talk by citing 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate Maria Res-
sa: “Our world is facing ‘Information 
Armageddon’ as technology compa-
nies continue to spread disinformation 
for profit. Large social media platforms 
have ‘pumped people with lies,’ fueling 
distrust and division across societies.”

STACEY B. BALLI

CAMPUS NEWS

From classrooms to the world: BSU-SLS stu-

dents’ research now globally 

published
Five groups of Grade 11 research-

ers from the previous academic year at 
Benguet State University – Secondary 
Laboratory School (BSU-SLS) have 
achieved a significant academic mile-
stone with the official publication of 
their research papers in the Cognizance 
Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies, 
a prestigious international, peer-re-
viewed, open-access scientific journal.

The published studies, initially con-
ducted under the subject Practical Re-
search 1, are featured in Volumes 5, 
Issues 7 and 8 of the journal. The full 
texts are available via Academia.edu 
and Zenodo, with direct access links 
provided in the caption of each paper.

The published research papers 
are “Waste Warriors: Challenges En-
countered, Coping Mechanisms, and 
Suggestions for a Safer Working En-
vironment of Garbage Collectors in 
La Trinidad, Benguet” by Rhiley O. 
Anaban, Jackson B. Caburian, Kristi-
ania Charmel C. Caballero, Amanda 
Lorraine P. Domiclong, Ellah Dwayne 
P. Sinong, Rostom Niño B. Supsupin; 
“Calculating the Route: Uncovering the 
Mathematical Strategies Employed by 
Buyagan-Baguio Route Jeepney Driv-
ers” by Desiree F. Tica-a, Harry Wen S. 
Salo, Aian Ericka R. Awingan, Gemai-
ma C. Duglin, Czem Reizell B. Gorio, 
Rostom Niño B. Supsupin; “Research 
Defended: Challenges Encountered by 
Benguet State University – Secondary 
Laboratory School Graduates in Their 
Research Subjects” by Jared Dwayne 
A. Decoyna, Fraezel Ann P. Atimama, 
Haiver Judah E. Bagayao, Regina L. 

De Mesa, Ember Kate 
K. Laguitan, Rostom 
Niño B. Supsupin; 
“Threads of Resilience: 
Unravelling the Challenges of 
Foreign Students Pursuing Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing at Benguet State 
University” by Benny Hinn M. Agbalog, 
Cindy T. Compala, Zerrianne C. Lucio, 
Aisha Mae B. Bad-ay, Arriane Nicole 
M. Bugtong, Rostom Niño B. Supsupin; 
“The Cost of Saving Lives: A Glimpse 
into the Pressures and Coping Strat-
egies Among Emergency Healthcare 
Professionals in La Trinidad, Benguet” 
by Ylyonah Faith T. De La Cruz, Alyza 
Subyna A. Licoben, Dwyn A. Dagdagan, 
Keesha Rylynne V. Camora, Keino F. 
Bacasen, Rostom Niño B. Supsupin.

Mr. Rostom Niño B. Supsupin, re-
search adviser and co-author in all 
five studies, expressed his pride in 
the students’ accomplishment. “I am 
honored and proud to have played a 
part in this journey. I hope that your 
love and enthusiasm for research will 
continue to grow and prosper, and 
that we’ll be able to publish more pa-
pers this academic year,” he said.

The research teams also acknowl-
edged the support of their panel mem-
bers, Cheryl C. Anton and Merisa D. 
Palsaan, and expressed gratitude to 
Brenda A. Langaoen, the school princi-
pal, for her continued encouragement.

This achievement highlights the 
students’ commitment to research 
excellence and their contribution 
to relevant social and communi-
ty issues through academic inquiry. 

SHAMMAH DOMERIS

Pushback Before the 
Protest

The protest faced hurdles before its 
launch. The organizers’ application for a 
rally permit was denied on October 16, 
but following an appeal, approval was 
granted on October 17, just a day before 
the event. Despite the uncertainty, partic-
ipants pushed through, emphasizing their 
constitutional right to peaceful assembly.
Whispers and Roars from 
the Frontline

Among those who spoke was Tristan 
Yang-yang, a student from the Benguet 
State University College of Social Scienc-
es, who said he joined the protest due to 
the lack of accountability for corruption not 
only in the province but across the nation.

“Naniniwala ako na ang ginagawa nat-
ing pagkilos ay hindi lang basta pagsigaw, 
kundi paraan para ipakita na may paki-
alam tayo,” Yang-yang said. “Hindi lang ito 
tungkol sa korapsiyon, kundi pati sa mga 
isyung tulad ng flood control na puro anom-
alya at sa mga budget cut sa edukasyon. 
Kung hindi tayo kikilos ngayon, kailan pa?”

The rally also brought together voices 
from across Benguet, each sharing first-
hand experiences of confronting corruption 
and social neglect. Marlo Pablo of Baran-
gay Bulalacao, Mankayan, recounted his 
role in the community barricade against 
the Crescent Mining Company, illustrating 
grassroots resistance in action. Betty Listi-
no, a member of the Pansigedan Advoca-
cy and a college instructor, highlighted the 

persistent challenges of accessing health-
care in rural Benguet, while BSU student 
Armi-Jay Paragas addressed the looming 
2026 education budget cuts, emphasizing 
the impact on university facilities and de-
velopment. Rima Mangili, representing the 
Itogon Inter-Barangay Alliance, spoke on 
the struggles faced by local farmers amid 
ongoing economic hardships. Meanwhile, 
Emy Baniwas-Lubos, advocating for wom-
en and senior citizens, urged the crowd to 
“keep speaking out and never stay silent in 
the face of injustice,” tying together the ral-
ly’s call for collective action and resilience
The Struggle Continues

Gabriel Siscar, fourth nominee of Ka-
bataan Partylist–Cordillera, said the rally 
was just the beginning of a broader cam-
paign led by the youth of La Trinidad. “Sa 
mga mamamayan na lumalaban, lalo na tayo 
ay kritiko, expect natin na may panunupil na 
mangyayari, dahil syempre yung pamaha-
laan naman natin or yung status quo, maki-
kita niya na ang kanyang mamamayan ay 
lumalaban. Wala siyang ibang magagawa 
kundi supilin ang kanyang kiritko yung mga 
lumalaban, kaya expect natin ‘yun and at 
the same time, hanapin natin yung lakas din 
kasi kung naniniwala tayong tama sa ating 
ginagawa at naniniwala tayo sa lakas ng 
ating pwersa, definitely, madadaig natin ang 
mga ganitong panunupil,” Siscar explained.

As the protest ended peacefully in 
the afternoon, participants left the venue 
with renewed determination to continue 
the fight for transparency and good gov-
ernance—marking a significant chapter in 
La Trinidad’s long history of civic action.
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96%
of ~50,000 Grade 3 learners 
improved from Low Emergent 
Reader

8,300
learners reached Grade 3 
reading benchmark and is ready 
for Grade 4

1,827
learners remain at lowest 
reading level

1:12
teacher-student ratio

49,000+
mastered letter sounds

1/2
can now read & understand 
short texts

96% Literacy Leap: DepEd’s Summer Program 

Delivers Breakthrough Gains for Struggling Readers

MANILA, Philippines – The De-
partment of Education’s (DepEd) 2025 
Literacy Remediation Program (LRP) 
has delivered remarkable results, sig-
nificantly boosting reading skills among 
Grade 3 students who previously strug-
gled with basic literacy. According to 
the Second Congressional Commission 
on Education (EDCOM 2), 96 per-
cent of the nearly 50,000 participants 
advanced from the “Low Emergent 
Reader” category after completing the 
intensive summer intervention.

The program, which spanned 18 
days and was rolled out in May 2025, 
helped 8,300 learners reach the Grade 
3 reading benchmark, making them 
ready for Grade 4—where English be-
comes the primary language of instruc-
tion. Only 1,827 students remained at 
the lowest reading level following the 
intervention.

“This is a testament to the effec-
tiveness of a well-targeted and focused 
literacy strategy,” said EDCOM 2 
Executive Director Dr. Karol Mark Yee. 
“It directly addresses the urgent need 
to rebuild foundational skills in Key 
Stage 1—where literacy and numeracy 
development is most crucial.”
Focused Approach to 
Foundational Learning

The LRP is part of DepEd’s broader 
summer learning initiative under Edu-
cation Secretary Sonny Angara, aligned 
with President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s 

directive to urgently combat learning 
loss. It was implemented alongside 
other key programs, including the 
Bawat Bata Makababasa Program, the 
Summer Academic Remedial Program, 
and Learning Camp.

Targeting over 60,000 low-perform-
ing Grade 3 learners identified from 
more than 1.7 million assessed at the 
end of the 2024–2025 school year, the 
LRP was designed to strengthen basic 
reading competencies—particularly for 
students struggling with phonics and 
comprehension skills typically expected 
of Grade 1 learners.

Highlights of the program included 
small group instruction with a teach-
er-student ratio of 1:12, two-hour 
daily sessions four times a week, and 
research-based strategies for phonics 
and reading comprehension. Teachers 
and school leaders were also trained in 
diagnostic and remediation techniques.

DepEd reported that over 49,000 
students mastered letter sounds by the 
end of the program, and more than half 
were able to read and understand short 
texts—major milestones considering 
their initial literacy levels.
A Scalable Solution to the 
Learning Crisis

Teachers have praised the 
program’s format, citing manageable 
class sizes and dedicated instructional 
time—elements often missing during 
the regular school year due to over-

crowded classrooms and a once-over-
burdened curriculum. In response, 
DepEd has started rolling out the 
decongested MATATAG curriculum for 
Kindergarten to Grade 3 this June.

“The LRP proves that when given 
the right support and structure, children 
can overcome literacy challenges,” Yee 
said. “This kind of intervention gives 
us hope and a blueprint for long-term 
solutions.”

EDCOM 2 encouraged DepEd to 
adopt the successful strategies of the 
LRP into the year-round ARAL Pro-
gram, which supports learners needing 
continuous academic assistance 
beyond summer months.
Sustaining Momentum 
Beyond Summer

Established under Republic Act 
No. 11899, EDCOM 2 is mandated 
to evaluate the Philippine education 
system and craft legislative responses 
to the country’s ongoing learning crisis. 
The commission reaffirmed its support 
for programs that demonstrate tangible 
improvements in student outcomes.

“The LRP’s success underscores 
what’s possible when we focus on the 
basics and invest in the early years,” 
Yee added. “We commend the dedica-
tion of all the teachers, principals, and 
education stakeholders who made this 
transformation possible.”

TRISHA GAYLE S. BUTANGEN

DepEd ends mandatory Mother Tongue Instruction in 

early grades, shifts to Filipino and English perspective

In a landmark shift in education 
policy, the Department of Educa-
tion (DepEd) has officially ended 
the compulsory use of the Mother 
Tongue as the medium of instruc-
tion (MOI) for Kindergarten to 
Grade 3 learners nationwide. This 
move, formalized through DepEd 
Order No. 20, series of 2025, 
marks a significant change in how 
young students will be taught 
beginning this school year.
New Language Policy 
Highlights

Signed by DepEd Secretary 
Sonny Angara, the policy man-
dates Filipino and English as the 
primary languages of instruction 
for early-grade students, with Filipi-
no Sign Language incorporated for 
deaf and hard-of-hearing learners. 
Regional languages will no longer 
be the default but may be used as 
auxiliary tools to support learners 
transitioning between languages 
through translanguaging—a prac-
tice involving flexible language use 
to aid understanding.

The policy implements the 
provisions of Republic Act No. 
12027, which revises the previous 
Mother Tongue-Based Multilingual 
Education (MTB-MLE) policy. 
Under the new rules, Mother 
Tongue instruction is now optional 
and limited to classrooms where 
all students share the same native 
language and meet specific readi-
ness criteria.
Why the Change?

The MTB-MLE approach, 
introduced in 2009 and strength-
ened by law in 2013, aimed to 
improve literacy by teaching 
children in their first language. 
While it showed positive results in 
monolingual communities, DepEd 
acknowledged significant hurdles 
in multilingual and linguistically 
diverse classrooms.

Challenges included limit-
ed teacher training, insufficient 
instructional materials in local 

dialects, and logistical issues in 
implementing uniform policies 
across regions with complex lan-
guage landscapes. These barriers, 
highlighted in a 2024 report by the 
Second Congressional Commis-
sion on Education (EDCOM 2), 
underscored the need for a more 
adaptable and inclusive frame-
work.

“The MTB-MLE has been 
effective in certain settings but 
difficult to uniformly apply across 
the country’s diverse linguistic 
environments,” the order stated.
Implementation and 
Flexibility

To address these complexities, 
DepEd will conduct compre-
hensive language surveys in all 
elementary schools and Communi-
ty Learning Centers (CLCs) during 
the 2025–2026 school year. This 
data will inform the selection of the 
most suitable MOI on a class-
room-by-classroom basis.

The policy outlines the follow-
ing four scenarios:

Scenario A: Filipino and English 
as primary MOI in highly multilin-
gual settings.

Scenario B: Filipino and En-
glish as primary MOI with regional 
languages serving auxiliary roles.

Scenario C: Mother Tongue as 
primary MOI in qualified monolin-
gual classes.

Scenario D: Indigenous 
languages as MOI in Indigenous 
Peoples’ education programs.

This approach emphasizes 
that no single “assigned” Mother 
Tongue exists for learners; instead, 
language choices will be grounded 
in real-time, context-sensitive data 
reflecting actual language use 
among students.
Supporting Learners’ 
Transitions

DepEd plans to leverage strat-
egies such as translanguaging, 
oral scaffolding, and peer-assisted 
learning to smooth students’ tran-

sition from their 
home languag-
es to Filipino 
and English. The 
Department also affirms 
ongoing support for the use of 
Indigenous languages and Filipino 
Sign Language in appropriate 
contexts.
Commitment to Equity 
and Inclusion

Secretary Angara emphasized 
the principle that “language should 
serve as a bridge, not a barrier 
to learning,” noting that the new 
policy provides flexible, context-re-
sponsive options designed to sup-
port comprehension and literacy 
development.

The policy encourages collab-
oration with parents and commu-
nities, phased implementation, 
and continual adaptation to local 
linguistic realities. It applies to 
all public and private elementary 
schools, Alternative Learning Sys-
tem programs, Philippine Schools 
Overseas, and Special Education 
programs.
Teacher Training and 
Monitoring

Recognizing the critical role of 
educators, DepEd will prioritize 
hiring teachers proficient in the 
learners’ first languages where ap-
plicable and will provide ongoing 
professional development through 
agencies like the National Educa-
tors Academy of the Philippines.

Assessment tools, includ-
ing the Comprehensive Rapid 
Literacy Assessment (CRLA), 
will be adjusted to align with the 
language(s) of instruction in use. 
The Department will also monitor 
implementation through its Basic 
Education Monitoring and Evalu-
ation Framework (BEMEF) and is 
required to report annually to the 
President and Congress regarding 
the use of Mother Tongue instruc-
tion in eligible classrooms. 

DEERON A. BOKILIS

INVESTIGATIVE REPORT

La Trinidad, Benguet — Newly 
elected Mayor Roderick Awingan 
is set to prioritize internal reforms 
within the municipal government as 
part of his administration’s com-
mitment to improving the delivery 
of basic services to La Trinidad’s 
growing population.

In a move signaling a proactive 
start, Mayor Awingan, accompanied by 
key department heads, conducted an 
inspection of the municipal hall to iden-
tify areas in need of improvement. The 
initiative is part of his broader strategy 
to ensure that municipal services are 
not only efficient but also responsive 
to the needs of residents and visitors.

“We won’t be indulging in cer-
emonial launches. Our focus is on 
immediate action and addressing the 
pressing issues facing our municipali-
ty,” Awingan said.

One of the initial concerns identi-
fied during the inspection is the poor 
condition of the comfort rooms in the 
municipal building. The mayor empha-
sized the need for clean, functional, 
and well-maintained restrooms with 
a reliable water supply, citing public 
comfort and dignity as non-negotiable 
elements of service delivery.

Awingan noted that during prelim-
inary meetings with municipal officials 
and employees, several operational 
and administrative concerns emerged. 
To address these, he stressed the 
importance of internal “good house-
keeping” to align all municipal efforts 
with the goals of his administration.

“As the province’s primary urban 
hub and gateway to Baguio City, La 
Trinidad must present itself as a model 
of efficiency and order,” Awingan 
added, referring to the town’s role as a 
trade and commerce center.

The mayor also extended a call to 
action to residents and stakeholders, 
encouraging them to submit feedback 
and proposals for local development 
programs. He reaffirmed his admin-
istration’s open-door policy, assuring 
constituents that his office will remain 
accessible to those seeking assistance 
or wishing to voice their concerns.

Transparency, community engage-
ment, and participatory governance 
will be the cornerstones of his lead-
ership, Awingan said. He committed 
to holding regular consultations with 
various sectors of the municipality 
to ensure that government initiatives 
reflect the needs and aspirations of 
the people.

Mayor Awingan concluded by 
appealing to the public for support in 
achieving a shared vision of sustain-
able growth and transformation for La 
Trinidad.

New La Trinidad Mayor 

prioritizes better public 

services, clean 

governance

SHAMMAH DOMERIS

Together, we can 
elevate La Trini-

dad to greater heights 
through bold, inclusive, 
and 
future
-foreward 
govenance.

The spirit of discovery and innova-
tion comes alive as SLS celebrated its 
annual Science Festival on September 
9 under the inspiring theme “Towards a 
Shared Vision: Exploring the Future for a 
Better Tomorrow.”

   Organized by the BSU-SLS Science 
Club, the annual celebration featured 
a variety of hands-on and mind-stim-
ulating activities aimed at promoting 
scientific inquiry and teamwork.

   The morning kicked off with the 
ABC “Choose 1 of 3” game, where stu-
dents tested their scientific knowledge 
in individual rounds before advancing to 
a more challenging paired competition.           

    Following this was the highly 
anticipated Battle of the Biggest Brain, 
featuring students from various grades 
and sections donning costumes of 
famous scientists as they engaged in a 
thrilling showdown of wits. 

    The latter part of the morning saw 
simultaneous events including Science 
Pictionary, Science Quiz Bee, Lava Lamp 
Making, Clean-Up Drive Competition, 
and Volcano Making, sparking creativity 
and teamwork among students. 

    After lunch, students tackled more 
hands-on challenges such as the Pasta 
Bridge Building, Science Spelling Bee, 
and Egg Drop Challenge. For those not 
competing, vacant classrooms offered a 
space to unwind with board games or try 
their luck in the thrilling Escape Room 
activity.

Mila Acop, a grade 7 SLS student 
remarked, “It was fun joining the activi-
ties. We are just new in this school and 
we are happy with the science-related 
activities, it really sparked our mind and 
gave us ideas to love science more.”

   To end the activity, Dr. Cecilia 
Samonte, the JHS Coordinator and the 
Science Club Adviser delivered the clos-
ing remarks, congratulating all partici-
pants and expressing heartfelt thanks to 
everyone who contributed to the event’s 
success, officially bringing the Science 
Festival to a memorable close.

Science Fest ignites young 

minds of SLS studes

JARUKO GALIAN

BSU-SLS honors Agusan Manobo Culture 

 in IPEd event

Benguet State University–Sec-
ondary Laboratory School (BSU-
SLS) celebrated the Indigenous 
Peoples’ Education Month (IPEd) 
with the theme “Ating Panday-
in ang Kinabukasan, Gabay ang 
Katutubong Karunungan at Kara-
patan,” highlighting the Agusan 
Manobo culture and the impor-
tance of Indigenous knowledge and 
heritage in shaping identity and 
community values on October 20.

Guest speaker Carlito Cama-
halan Amalla started the celebration 
with his discussion titled “SUYAM: 
Agusan Manobo Textile Heritage.”  
He explained the social class hi-
erarchy of the Agusan Manobo in 
Agusan Province, where clothing 
signifies power, prestige, beauty, and 
status. The hierarchy is composed 
of the Datu or Hawudon, the head 
of the community; Bae, an honorary 

title for women; Man-
igaon-Inay/Amay, rec-

ognized family leaders; 
Bagani, the warriors and 

protectors; and Baylan or Babaylan, 
the spiritual advisers. The lower 

classes include the Kaotawan 
(townsfolk), Kabatan-onan (chil-

dren), and Odipon (slaves).
“In Agusan Province, Phil-

ippines, where clothing car-
ries social implications tied 
to power, status, prestige, 
beauty, and charm, dress 
serves an important ergo-

nomic and cultural function from womb 
to tomb,” the speaker explained. 

He went on to discuss the re-
gion’s rich textile traditions, high-
lighting the use of abaca fibers to 
create symbolic fabrics for cere-
monial purposes, adorned with 
intricate embroidery and natural 
dyes that convey stories and re-
flect deeply rooted cultural beliefs.

Amalla also presented various 
Suyam embroidery designs that 
represent Agusan Manobo iconog-
raphy, such as Balangay (boat), 
Banwa (place), Binuaja (crocodile), 
Binuyan (moon), Hawod (lead-
er), Inanting (amulet), Kinaeysag 
(shield), Maggagaya (god), and 
Panyukos (youth). He described 
Suyam as a living tradition that con-
tinues to express the cultural identity 
of the Agusanon Manobo people. 

Finally, he concluded his pre-
sentation with a performance 
of “Papet Bagani,” a Bunra-
ku and ventriloquist puppetry.

After the lecture, the students 
participated in various cultural com-
petitions. In the Cultural Dance 
Contest, Grade 10 won first place, 
followed by Grade 9 while in Cul-
tural Attire Showcase, Grade 11 
took the first place, Grade 7 in 
second, and Grade 9 in third.

In addition, the students enjoyed 
the Larong Lahi which featured tradi-
tional Filipino games such as Tug of 
War, Sack Race, and Tahong Relay.

In Motivational Speech, Grade 
8 emerged as the champion, fol-
lowed by Grades 10 and 7 where-
as in the Battle of the Bands, 
Grade 10 claimed first place, while 
Grade 8 and Grade 11 placed 
second and third, respectively.

Dr. Cecilia Samonte, the adviser 
of the SLS Cultural Dance Troupe 
(SLS- CDT) ended the program 
with closing remarks expressing her 
appreciation for the students’ ac-
tive participation and commitment 
to preserving Indigenous culture.

After the event, Emriel Liki-
gan, SLS-CDT president, shared, 
“Although we had limited time to 
prepare for the activity, we still did 
our best to ensure that SLS stu-
dents could enjoy and learn about 
our own and others’ cultures.”

CZIARAH VENIZ A. BOADO
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A total of 56 budding campus jour-
nalists from Mt. Breeze and Ang Tu-
lay, the official publications of Benguet 
State University – Secondary Laboratory 
School (BSU-SLS), honed their jour-
nalistic skills in the Campus Journalism 
Seminar-Workshop held September 
6 at the BSU-SLS Projection Room.

The seminar aimed to enhance the 
journalistic abilities of the student writers 
and prepare them for upcoming press 
conferences and journalism competitions.

The seminar-workshop featured si-
multaneous breakaway sessions led by 
The Mountain Collegian (MC) staff from 
Benguet State University. Participants 
joined focused groups based on their 
interests: Hesed Sam Tayaban on News 
Writing; Jay-an Allibang on Feature Writ-
ing; Jaime Bernabe II on Editorial and 
Column Writing; Kimberly Gail Germano 
on Sports Writing; Armi-Jay Paragas on 
Science and Technologvy Writing; Steffy 
Gwyneth Rafael on Editorial Cartooning; 
and Karyll Joy Ci-o on Mobile Journalism.

For their output, the participants wrote 
their own articles based on the topics dis-
cussed by their respective speakers, ap-
plying what they had learned in real time.

After the event, the School Paper 
Advisers (SPA) Mr. Agustin Nang-is, 
Ms. Annaliza Dagwasi, Mr. Melecio 
Palsa-an and Ms. Charlotte Igualdo ex-
pressed their gratitude to the writers 
of MC through their adviser Ms. Karen 
Laking for accepting their request. The 
SPAs also commented, “Our students 
were updated on the trends of journalism 
and this will also prepare our writers for 
press conferences and competitions.”

SLS campus scribes 

sharpen skills via 

seminar-workshop

JANNA P. DOLO

BSU-SLS learners

unveil language, 

performance skills at 

English Fest 

Benguet State University - 
Secondary Laboratory School 
(BSU-SLS) students conduct-
ed this year’s English Festival 
carrying the theme “Language 
of Change: Empowering Voices 
through English” on October 
14 at the SLS Covered Court.

The event became a plat-
form for students to demon-
strate their communication 
skills, creativity, and confidence 
through a range of engaging 
contests and performances.

The celebration opened with 
welcoming remarks from Dr. 
Brenda A. Langaoen, who en-
couraged students to embrace 
English as a tool for personal 
growth and social influence. 	
A series of competitions followed, 
beginning with the Spelling Bee 
and Jazz Chant performanc-
es. The event continued with 
stage play performed by the 
Grade 8 sections and power-
ful speech choir presentations 
from the Grade 9 students.

In the afternoon, the Read-
er’s Theater competition 
showcased the interpretive 
reading and performance abil-
ities of the Grade 7 students. 

The program culminat-

ed with the announcement of 
winners, recognizing the out-
standing talents of participants 
across various grade levels. 

Grade 7-1 claimed first place 
in the Reader’s Theater, Grade 
8-2 triumphed in the Stage 
Play, Grade 9-3 took top hon-
ors in the Speech Choir, and 
Group A of Grade 10-1 emerged 
as the Jazz Chant champion. 

In the individual compe-
titions, Cy Ngiwas of Grade 
11-1 won the Extemporaneous 
Speech contest while Zerriane 
Lucio of Grade 12-1 took the 
top spot in the Spelling Bee.

In competitions held prior to 
the main event, Luke D. Santia-
go of Grade 7-1 won first place 
in Poetry Writing, while Andrei 
P. Briones of Grade 10-2 stood 
out in the Pecha Kucha contest. 
Kimble B. Sadcat of Grade 11-2 
was awarded first place in the 
Immersive Reading Quiz Bee.

Dr. Agustin R. Nang-is con-
cluded the program com-
mending the participants 
and organizers for a 
success fu l 
celebration. 

AUBREY M. FARODEN

SLS stude earns 5th spot as 

Benguet’s bet in TMCS

Faith Anne B. Haduca, 
representing the Benguet Di-
vision, finished 5th place in 
the Tuklas: Mathematics and 
Computational Sciences – In-
dividual Category, compet-
ing among eight participants 
from Schools Division Offic-
es (SDOs) across CAR and 
the Cordillera Regional Sci-
ence High School (CRSHS).

The activity is in line with 2025 
CAR Regional Science and Tech-
nology Fair (RSTF) held at Manu-
el L. Quezon Elementary School 

on November 27,2025, show-
casing young scientific talents 
under the theme “Harnessing the 
Unknown: Powering the Future 
through Science and Innovation.”

Coach Cheryl C. Anton ex-
pressed pride in Faith’s achieve-
ment, saying, “This activity allows 
students to explore new ideas 
and learn from others. I’m proud 
of Faith’s hard work and how 
much she has grown.” She add-
ed that she hopes more students 
will be inspired to take part in 
similar academic opportunities.

EMRIEL B. LIKIGAN

LT rolls out gray taxis to regulate transport 

To curb the rise of colorum or un-
registered taxi garages in the munici-
pality, La Trinidad has officially begun 
operating its new fleet of gray-colored 
taxis this November, marking the start 
of an initiative meant to register taxi 
units locally instead of in Baguio City.

The project, led by a local transport 
cooperative, will introduce a total of 80 
gray Hyundai Stargazer taxis, deployed 
in two phases: 46 units in Phase 1 and 
34 units in Phase 2. The cooperative 
required a uniform gray color to clear-
ly differentiate the La Trinidad fleet from 
Baguio City’s predominantly white taxis.

La Trinidad Mayor Romeo Salda en-
dorsed the project, stressing the shortage 
of legally franchised taxis within the munici-
pality. “Only seven taxi units were operating 
in La Trinidad, that’s why I approved the re-

quest to increase the number of units,” 
Salda said, explaining the 

need for expansion.
The taxis are 

mandated to operate 
only within Benguet 
province with a plug 
rate of P50 and 
are strictly prohib-

ited from picking up 
or dropping off pas-

sengers in Baguio City. 

They may, however, pass through Baguio 
when traveling to other Benguet towns—
an arrangement designed to prevent dis-
putes with Baguio-based taxi operators.

Despite the municipal endorsement, 
the cooperative is still completing require-
ments for its Certificate of Public Conve-
nience (CPC) from the LTFRB–Cordillera, 
which will formalize full operations. Mayor 
Salda clarified that the LGU’s endorse-
ment is “only part of the requirements,” 
with LTFRB handling the approval process.

The rollout also comes after earlier 
coordination issues between Baguio City 
and La Trinidad. Responding to criticisms, 
Mayor Salda remarked, “We should not be 
blamed for the blatant failure of Baguio City 
officials to coordinate with us. Our traffic en-
forcers were simply implementing our num-
ber-coding ordinance, no more, no less.”

Local drivers have expressed cau-
tious optimism. Manong Joel (not his 
real name) said, “Mayat ta maktulong 
daytoy para pamilya mi… sapay kuma 
ta maitultuloy daytoy.” (“This will help 
our families… I hope this will continue.”)

With the first units now operating as 
of November, La Trinidad moves forward 
with its goal of creating a more organized, 
legally franchised taxi system—one aimed 
at reducing colorum operations and improv-
ing transport service for Benguet residents.

At Brown University, a student-led 
movement is gaining momentum — not 
just as a call for language inclusion, but as 
a broader act of cultural reclamation. The 
Filipino Alliance (FA), a student organization 
on campus, is spearheading a campaign to 
introduce regular Tagalog language classes 
at the Ivy League institution.

For many Filipino American students, 
learning Tagalog is deeply personal. It’s 
about more than just vocabulary and 
grammar; it’s about identity, heritage, and 
reversing the silence imposed by history.

“When you’re surrounded by English all 
the time, you risk losing a part of yourself,” 
said Alexa Theodoropoulos, FA vice presi-
dent and co-lead of the campaign.

This spring, the group submitted a 
petition to the Brown administration with 
over 1,000 signatures and 250 testimonials, 
underscoring strong campus-wide support. 
The campaign seeks to institutionalize 
Tagalog instruction, following successful 
efforts by peer universities like Harvard and 
Yale.

A Language Rooted in the U.S. Expe-
rience

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 
Tagalog ranks as the fourth most spoken 
language in American households, after 
English, Spanish, and Chinese. With over 
1.7 million Tagalog speakers nationwide, 
students argue that the language deserves 
a rightful place among the dozens currently 
taught at Brown.

Many of those backing the initiative are 
either fluent speakers or Filipino Americans 
who never had the chance to learn their 
ancestral language.

“There was this overwhelming 
sentiment that schools — especially ones 
like Brown — should help us reclaim what 
history took away,” said Theodoropoulos.

From Pilot to Petition
Interest in Tagalog at Brown isn’t new. 

In 2022, students ran a Tagalog course 
through the university’s Group Indepen-
dent Study Project (GISP) system. While 
students praised the initiative, logistical 
issues like the lack of a faculty sponsor and 
grading support halted its continuity.

Seeing the limitations of the student-run 
format, FA leaders opted to relaunch their 
campaign on a larger scale this year.

“We cast a much wider net this time — 
reaching out beyond just Filipinos to include 
the broader Brown community,” explained 
Anna Zulueta, FA co-president and cam-
paign co-lead.

More Than Just a Language
For many students, Tagalog represents 

more than a method of communication — it 
symbolizes resistance against a painful 
legacy. During the U.S. colonial occupation 
of the Philippines, English was imposed in 
schools, effectively silencing native tongues 

like Tagalog, Cebuano, and Bikol.
The campaign’s cover letter calls 

this out directly, urging the university 
to recognize how institutions like 

Brown were complicit in this 
linguistic erasure.

“We see language education as an act 
of decolonization,” said Zulueta. “Offer-
ing Tagalog is one step toward repairing 
historical harm.”

Beyond cultural healing, FA leaders 
argue the practical utility of Tagalog in 
fields like migration studies, public health, 
and diaspora research — all areas where 
students may need to engage with Taga-
log-speaking communities or archives.

Financial Hurdles and Hope
Despite strong student support and 

encouraging dialogue with administrators, 
funding remains a significant hurdle.

On June 30, Brown University publicly 
acknowledged serious budgetary con-
straints, following news of potential federal 
grant freezes. Hiring has slowed, and 
non-essential spending is restricted — com-
plicating efforts to add new course offerings.

“We know this isn’t their top priority,” 
Theodoropoulos admitted. “But we also 
believe that cultural preservation shouldn’t 
always come second.”

Encouragingly, the Philippine Consulate 
General in New York has expressed willing-
ness to explore a seed grant to support the 
course — a gesture FA leaders hope will tip 
the scales.

A Community Built on Language
Whether through policy change or 

community action, students like Zulueta 
and Theodoropoulos remain committed 
to seeing Tagalog taught on campus. For 
them, every conversation, every class, and 
every signature is part of a broader journey 
home.

“When I hear Tagalog, even far from the 
Philippines, it gives me a sense of warmth,” 
said Theodoropoulos. “It reminds me that I 
belong.”

Fil-Am students abroad lead campaign for Tagalog 

Language Program

BLESS A. SIADTO
INTERNATIONAL NEWS

BSU-SLS conducts NSED 

to boost campus safety

JARUKO B. GALIAN
SHAMMAH DOMERIS

Students of the Benguet State 
University-School (BSU-SLS) par-
ticipated in the 3rd Quarter Na-
tional Simultaneous Earthquake 
Drill (NSED) held on Thursday, 
September 11, at exactly 4:00 PM. 

As the bell rang to signal the start of 
the drill, students immediately performed 
the “Duck, Cover, and Hold” procedure in-
side their respective classrooms. The ex-
ercise, mandated by the National Disaster 
Risk Reduction and Management Council 
(NDRRMC), aims to instill earthquake pre-
paredness and ensure the safety of students 
and personnel in case of a real seismic event.

After the initial response, students 
were guided to proceed to their assigned 
evacuation areas: the SLS First Quadran-

gle, the space in front of the BSU Library, 
and the area beside the Outpost Police 
Station. The evacuation was carried out in 
an orderly manner, with teachers and Field 
Study students supervising the flow of stu-
dents to their respective assembly points.

While the drill was generally success-
ful, some teachers expressed concern over 
a few students who were seen laughing 
and not taking the procedures seriously. 

Mr. Agustin Nang-is, the SLS Prefect 
of Discipline stated, “This is a life-saving 

exercise and should be treated with seri-
ousness. More importantly, preparedness 
during drills could spell the difference 
between life and death during real emer-
gencies. With this, we hope  that the stu-
dents who did not take the drill seriously 
will reflect on its importance and show 
greater participation in future exercises.”

The NSED is a quarterly event spear-
headed by the government to strength-
en disaster resilience and foster a cul-
ture of preparedness across the country.  

WHAT TO DO DURING EARTHQUAKE

When inside a building, stay calm and practice 

the “DUCK, COVER AND HOLD.

Hide under a strong structure / 

object and hold tight

After the shaking stops, exit the 

premises and safely evacuate

If outdoors, evacuate to an open area 

but avoid tall structures, buildings, 

trees, electric posts etc.

Stay alert and watchout for 

aftershocks

Student journalists from Mountain 
Breeze (MB) and Ang Tulay (AT), along 
with other college student writers from 
different publications of BSU gathered 
together at the “Equinox: Zine-Mak-
ing and Poetry Workshop” on Septem-
ber 13, 2025 at the CAS-Little Theater. 

The Mountain Collegian with sup-
port from Ili Press and BIYAG fellows 
organized the full day session as the 
first activity for BSU Writers Guild.

A collection of featured zines — small, 
usually independently published folios or 
anthologies of poems, illustrations, and/
or photographs — made by local cre-
ators were displayed and sold under 
the theme “To Be Loved Is To Be Zine”. 

Palanca Awardee Heather Ann Pulido 
started the morning session by discussing 
the history of zine making and taught tech-
niques for creating self-published booklets 
as mediums for personal narratives, hu-
man-interest stories, and artistic expression.

Pulido emphasized that the quality of 
a zine lies in its accessibility, its role as a 
platform for free expression, and its na-

ture as both art and a reflection on art.
After the recess break, the discussion 

shifted to poetry with Ria Rebolledo, a 
BSU staff and award-winning Ilocano poet, 
as the speaker with her disclaimer, “I can-
not teach you how to write your poems. 
I can only teach you how I write mine.” 

According to Rebolledo, poetry starts 
from words and relies on three essen-
tials: emotion, atmosphere, and image, 
with imagery and metaphor at its core.

As parting ways, she remind-
ed the audience, “All can write po-
ems but not all can become poets.” 

In the afternoon, participants took 
part in a hands-on zine-making ses-
sion where they applied techniques 
and guidance from Pulido and Rebolle-
do to produce zine drafts and layouts.

After the event, Jackson Caburian, one 
of MB’s Managing Editors commented, “It 
was a very enlightening and very therapeu-
tic experience. Suddenly, we were immersed 
in this realm where art and poetry do their 
work, our minds and digits flow in unison”

Equinox Workshop sparks BSU writers’ creativity

KC CABALLERO

Grade 11 students from Benguet State 
University- Secondary Laboratory School 
concluded their 3-day entrepreneurship last 
November 18-20 at the BSU-SLS Second 
Quadrangle as part of their Enterpreneur-
ship subject requirement. The activity seeks 
to tap into the students’ creativity, collabo-
rative spirit, and business skills by tasking 
them to design and operate food stalls. 

Entrepreneurship adviser Ms. Praise C. 
Lumiib said she expects the students to ap-
ply the skills they practiced into their future 
business. She added, “They will apply the 
principles they learned and also experience 
what it’s like to run a business by using the 
costing, promotional strategies, and other 
components included in their business plan.”

The six themed stalls offered a con-
trolled setting for observing consumer pref-
erences across food and craft products. Al-
though each booth showcased comparable 
levels of creativity—ranging from handmade 
bracelets, stickers, crochet items, and press-
on nails to seasonal snacks—the food stalls 
consistently recorded the highest visitor 
traffic. According to Ammie Mayyam of the 
food stalls student seller, “This pattern sug-
gests a strong bias toward edible products 
in short-term, school-based market simula-
tions, highlighting how immediate sensory 
appeal influences consumer behavior.”

After the 3-day activity, the grade 11 
students left with both earnings and im-
portant lessons gained from experienc-
ing the challenges of starting a business.

Grade 11 student Shammah Domeris 
said, “It was exhausting but also enjoy-
able. We have learned that communication, 
adaptability, and patience with each other 
was key to coordinating a group. While there 
were conflicts here and there, we managed 
to get past that and prioritized helping each 
other to offer our best to our customers even 
if some things didn’t go according to plan.”

Entrep Skills Unlocked

Grade 11 studes dive into real 

business via Entrep Week

BLESS A. SIADTO

Three Grade 12 students from the 
Benguet State University–Secondary 
Laboratory School (BSU-SLS) once 
again brought pride and earned 
distinction to their institution after 
securing first place in the regional 
Research, Innovation, Scientific Ex-
ploration (RISE) competition in Tabuk 
City, Kalinga on October 21–22.

The winning team, composed of 
Ylyonah Faith T. De La Cruz, Jared 
Dwayne A. Decoyna, and Desiree F. 
Tica-a, with their coach Mr. Rostom 
Niño B. Supsupin, impressed judges 
with their research titled “Aywan ti Kul-
tura: Exploring the Potential of Tapey 
Lees in Cheesecake Fortification.” 

Their research explored the 
incorporation of tapey lees into 
cheesecake as a means to enhance 
its nutritional profile while advancing 
sustainability and preserving cultural 
heritage. The study further examined 

the effects of tapey lees on the prod-
uct’s nutrient composition, sensory at-
tributes, and consumer acceptability.

The recent victory of the SLS 
young researchers at the RISE com-
petition follows their earlier success 
at the Benguet Division Science 
and Mathematics Festival (BDSMF), 
where they also clinched first place, 
earning them the chance to represent 
the province at the regional level.

After winning the top spot, the 
SLS team commented, “Joining the 
RISE Regionals in Tabuk City was 
a truly fulfilling and unforgettable ex-
perience. Representing Benguet and 
showcasing our research taught us 
the value of teamwork, perseverance, 
and confidence. We’re grateful to our 
mentors and friends for their support, 
and the event inspired us to keep 
exploring new ideas and embracing 
challenges as opportunities to grow.”

Their mentor, Mr. Supsupin, fur-
ther remarked “Coaching my students 
in the Regional Research Innovation 
and Scientific Exploration competition 
was both a privilege and a challenge. 
Representing our province with their 
research was an incredible honor 
and a true test of dedication. Their 
victory stands as a testament to their 
hard work and sets a new standard 
of excellence for future participants.”

As recognition for their out-
standing work, the students re-
ceived a certificate of achievement 
and a ₱15,000 cash incentive.

Anchored on the theme “Ating 
Pandayin ang Kinabukasan, Ga-
bay ang Katutubong Karunungan 
at Karapatan,” the RISE competi-
tion aimed to highlight innovative 
projects inspired by indigenous 
knowledge and cultural practices.

Double the Win, Double the Pride! 

BSU-SLS Senior High team wins back-

to-back titles in research tilt 

CZIARAH VENIZ A. BOADO

SLS studes gain awareness on Vaping Hazards

KC CABALLERO

In line with the observance of Na-
tional Drug Abuse Prevention and Con-
trol Week, the Benguet State University 
Office of Student Services–Guidance 
Counseling Unit held a prevention-fo-
cused program titled “TutuKK ‘911’: The 
Gateway Effect—How Vape Is a Trap” on 
November 14, 2025, for students of the 
BSU–Secondary Laboratory School (SLS).

The session emphasized the growing 
health and behavioral dangers linked to 
vaping, particularly among adolescents. 
Facilitators explained that e-cigarettes and 
vape devices pose significant risks, includ-
ing respiratory damage, nicotine addiction, 
weakened impulse control, and impaired 
brain development during the teenage 
years. They also underscored the “gate-
way effect,” noting that early exposure to 
nicotine increases the likelihood of exper-
imenting with other harmful substances.

University Physician Dr. Florence Poltic 
addressed the common misconception that 
vaping is a harmless alternative to smoking. 

“I think there is a false sense of security that 
it is safer because it is not a cigarette,” she 
warned, stressing that vape liquids often con-
tain high levels of nicotine and chemicals that 
can cause long-term health complications.

Beyond physical health, the program 
tackled the psychological and social risks 
associated with vaping, such as dependen-
cy, peer pressure, weakened academic fo-
cus, and increased stress. Speakers empha-
sized that vaping behaviors often develop as 
coping mechanisms, making it important for 
young people to recognize the emotional trig-
gers that lead them toward substance use.

To guide students toward healthier 
choices, the program also introduced pos-
itive coping strategies—including stress 
management techniques, mindfulness 
activities, healthier recreational options, 
and seeking support from trusted adults 
or counselors. These alternatives were 
presented as practical tools for managing 
academic and social pressures with-
out resorting to harmful substances.

The initiative reflects BSU’s 
ongoing commitment to student 
wellness and proactive substance 

abuse prevention, reinforcing the uni-
versity’s goal of equipping its learners 
with the knowledge and skills needed 
to make safe and informed decisions.

TAKEN FROM FACEBOOK

STUDENTS PERFORMING “INVICTUS” DURING 

THE ENGLISH FESTIVAL HELD AT BSU-SLS

PHOTO TAKE BY TRISHA GAYLE S. BUTANGEN
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